—_ aw & 







AUSBORNE 


a. 
USER GROUP parm 
NEWSLETTER SS 





Volume |. Number 7 


REGISTERED BY AUSTRALIA POST PUBLICATION No. NBG 6201 





—__ a» 


7 
___E-:, 
—_e EE: 
—_—_ 
aaa 


oor 
ee 




















INDEX 

Cover - Helping Adam... 2... .00 
Index, Editorial, Committee Notes. . . .01 
DATA BASE - What is it. ....... .02 
— Types of data bases... .. 
Relational... ..... 
Hierarchical... .... 

Network... ....0. 

- dBASE II — The Language. . . 

- dBASE II - Commands... .. 

- Programming with dBASE II. . 

- Create, Append, Edit List . 

Display, Trim, Report... 

S.C.C, COMPUTING. 2... 2.2... 208 
- Mailing labels with dBASE. .04 
MAINSTREAM MARKETING PTY LID... . . .05 
- Other dBASE Systems. . . . .06 

- dBASE helpers. ....... 

A WORDSTAR DATA BASE - A what 7... .. 
- letter froma user... .. 
TROUBLED WATERS - Osborne news update. .07 
~ letter continued... ... 
WORDSTAR COMMAND SHEET... 2... . 09 
INDONESIAN FRUSTRATIONS. ....... .10 
THERE ARE DEALERS, AND DEALERS... .. 
NEW MEETING PLACE... ......-..2. 
BEREAVEMENT NOTICE - A sad loss... . .1l 
GTEK - EPROM programer... 2... 06 
GHAIN LETTER. 212-2 ee eee 
SOFTWARE REVIEW - Games Disk OOl. ... 
- Games Disk 002... . 

- Chess... 2.2.20 

= Squeezer.. 2... 12 

- Disk Catalogging . . . 
~Scramblle....... 

AUSSHOP, 6c eee eee ee ee ww olD 
OPEN FILE ~Help... 2.2... 014 
~ Free Plu... .... 

- Bless Australia. ... 

~ Life wasn't meant to . 

MAILER oe eee ee ee ee ee ee lS 











EDITORIAL 

















As usual delay follows delay putting this newsletter due in September, well behind time, 
I'm not going to defend my self or the length of time taken to get this issue out, I 
will only point out the obvious. 

Ausborne committee members are just like you with lives to live, work to go to, families 
to feed and bills to pay. Though the Osborne takes pride of place in our lives, it is 
not all there is to our lives, 

In the past two months several committee members, including myself have had to find a 
new place of work while trying to keep our creditors from the door. 

We work for you as a committee willingly, we complain little and work very hard indeed 
to make this the best and fastest growing user group in Australia. 

what do we expect in return ? 

Understanding, support, co-operation and above all your help. 

This newsletter for example, need contributors, We need your stories, your discoveries, 
your programmes and bright ideas. Without these I have to create out of thin air a 
newsletter you might like. ( You might not too ) 

Like anything in life "YOU get out what YOU put in’, 

To help you to support your newsletter I will place my Osborne 1 on line for anyone who 
who wishes to drop a file down the line, The phone number is (02) 560 5681 and will be 
available from 11 pm to 7am, The Osborne will answer the calls and wait for you to send 
your message, So dial, send your file and go. 

I trust you will keep your time on the system short to allow others to send their files. 








COMMITTEE NOTES 


As most of you are at least now aware, the venue for the monthly meetings was changed, 
and used for the first time for our September meeting. Unfortunately I was unable to 
attend, but the phone calls I received the following day were all in favour of the 
venue, and the format of the evening, 


On a different subject is the financial status of the O.C.C. The facts are: 





1, OCC, Australia is operating in the black. 

GCL. America is in the red, 

O.C.C. Australia is selling up all stocks to help the parent company. 

. 0.C.C. America has filed for protection from creditors, a necessary element for this 
application being a plan to trade out of any difficulties (ergo. need cash, 
sell Australia up.) 

5. Adam Osbarne is no longer with 0.C.C. 


rey 


There are many rumours floating around about I8M/RANK etc. taking over, and Adam's 
departure being resignation/pushed out. I don't know the answers and quite frankly, it 
doesn't matter. What the Committee is concentrating on is to ensure the hardware support 
from some source, This will be clearer in the next two weeks, but it looks Ox. 


By the time you receive this newsletter, you'll notice that there are some cheap 01's 
and executives floating around. My information as at the 8th October is $1200 for the 
G1, and $2000 for the Exec. ( This includes tax..After the hard time I had justifying 
my purchase, I dare not tell my wife) 


As far as the staff at O.C.C, are concerned, Susan Youngberry has already been offered, 
and accepted another position, Gunter looks like being sold with the spare parts, Peter 
Alford had his last day on the 7th, and is considering a couple of positions. Lois (the 
unidentified voice on the switch) and Linda I know nothing of. The Captain (Richard 
Graham) and his first mate (Linda Graham) are staying with the sinking ship. At least 
Dennis Connor kept his head® 


wee 
Membership levels are increasing, with in excess of 360 Members from Darwin to Hobart, 
Perth to Bourke. The Bulletin Board is now up in the air (remember Osborne was going to 
lend the $8,000 worth of hardware), but again there is hope by either finding another 
sponsor, or negotiating with an existing system for access, 
UPDATE **** UPDATE 6 UPDATE 6 UPDATE *6* UPDATE #6 UPDATE PE UPDA 
SERN Boats ae soaTE sae UBORTE 20+ UPDATE sue UMDATE Siae PORTE: Fee UPDATE oe 
The Ausborne User Group is now the ouner it an Osborne 1 and a Comm-Pac communications 
package. ( the latter being donated by S.C. COMPUTING ) Word on the software has it 
that it has been uritten and is just waiting for the PLINK manual to be able to compile 
it into it's working form, Still no word on the 10 meg hard disk though. It could come 
from Osborne, S.C. or Myer. 
That's about it for this month execpt to tell you that Mr G.0 Robertson from Lakemba is 
the winner of our first guessing compitition for the Send Data 300, 


Ian Napier (President) & Milton McGlynn-Worthington (Editor) 


FOREMOST 


CLEAR TEX KEYBOARD OVERLAYS 
AT A VERY SPECIAL PRICE TO 
USER GROUP MEMBERS 


OFFICE EQUIPMENT Pyy. Ltd. 


FoR 


Wordstar Supercala dBase IIL 
$ 39.00 each 


EVERYTHING THE MODERN 


"635-5477 


OFFICE 


* Only while stocks last * 


WHAT IS A DATA BASE ? 


eee 


“Data base" is one of the most abused 
words in the computer dictionary. It takes 
on different meanings depending on who 
uses it. There are many packages that call 
themselves data bases. Many are useful but 
bear little resemblance to the clearly 
defined data base ideals. 

The ability to keep all data in one cent- 
ral repository. The ability to access that 
data when required without needing to know 
how that data is stored. This gives rise 
to the most important features of data 
base systems - data independence, True 
data bases methods of storing and retriev- 
ing data is separate from the way data is 
used. You can introduce new data without 
affecting existing information, Another 
important feature is that of central con- 
trol, All data is kept in one place allow- 
ing standards to be enforced, coding sys- 
tems consistant, help data interchange and 
prevent unauthorised access. 

Data base systems also help prevent and 
reduce duplication. 


windowed separately. Two separate files 
may be paged through together as if joined 
by their physical record numbers. 

Screen and printer are handled very well 
allowing complex forms and invoices to be 
set up easily. 

Complicated for beginners to grasp but 
becomes infinitely flexible when mastered. 
The language has a defined structure com- 
prising VERB, SCOPE, NOUN and CONDITION. 
The verb describes the action to be taken, 
Ege, LIST, USE, DISPLAY, DO, DELETE sssece 
Scope limits the range over which the verb 
is used. Eqs, ALL, NEXT, NEXT 5 cessseeeee 
Noun is what the verb acts upon and may be 
a file, field or variable. 

The condition selects the nouns to be 
acted on, 


VERB SCOPE NOUN CONDITION 
FOR PAYMENT = 0 





DELETE 
DISPLAr R 9 


NAME,CITY FOR CITY="SYDNEY" 








ae 
Sigplified data base for a manufacturing company. 
dBASE II COMMANDS 


The figure shows another important fact 
about a true data base - RELATIONSHIPS, 
Relationships are vital to data bases as 
is the data itself. The work of a data 
base is to find a way or expressing these 
relationships. 

There are three basic types of data base 
systems that most use. Knoun as relatio- 
nal, hierarchial and network, though they 
sometimes overlap, 


RELATIONAL DATA BASES 
The simplest of the three, views a data 
base as a set of two dimensional tables. 
(See Fig. 2 ) 


HIERARCHIAL DATA BASES 
Data and relationships are represented as 
tree structures. ( See Fig, 3) A feature 
of this structure is that each record must 
have exactly one superior record except 
the root record which has none, Any record 
may have any number of subordinate records 
which do not have to be of the same type. 


NETWORK DATA BASES 

More complex than the others. Records may 
have any number of superior and subordin- 
ates. Relationships are expressed by re- 
cords called comectors and chains between 
the various entries. 

Data base systems are primarily tools for 
programmers, a set of subroutines to get 
information from, add to and ammend exist- 
ing data. 


dBASE II ~— THE LANGUAGE 
A simple structured language that manipu- 
lates tuo buffer areas ( Primary & Second- 
ary ) which may have a separate file in 
each, Instructions bring selected records 
into a pair of windows. Records may be 





PROGRAMMING WITH dBASE IT 

when programming with dBASE II you are 
creating a means of inputing, editing and 
reporting on the information you have 
stored in file, To do this you must write 
several types of dBASE II program 
These are indicated by the use of file 
extensions. Ege 





up to 254’ characters and decimal places, 


007 <CR> 
BASE II will then ask you if you wish to 
enter data 


INPUT DATA NOW ? 
Say "N" at this stage and dBASE II will 
send it's prompt. Type the following. 


«USE EXAMPLE <CR> 


Again dBASE II returns with the prompt. 
Enter the next command you will use frequ- 
ently. 


APPEND <CR> 
GBASE II this time returns with 


RECORD 00001 


STATE : 


all in dim letters, Enter a name and add~ 
ress. When you enter the last data field 
and OR dBASE II will run off and store 
the data in memory returning with the next 
data entry screen. 

After you have entered all the names and 
addresses you want on file, press CR in 
the first field of the next screen, This 
will exit you to the dBASE II prompt. 
Next comes the tack of looking at the data 
you have stored, checking it for mistakes 
and noting those you wish to correct. 

To do this you can use one of tuo commands 
LIST or DISPLAY. 


« LIST <CR> 


BASE II will then list all the data you 
placed in the file, 


se OOO1 SMITH Fred 1 Smith St SYDNEY NSW 2000 
0002 BROWN Jim 2 Brown Rd KEW VIC 3101 
0003 GREEN Sue 9 Green St LEURA NSW 2781 


0004 SMITH Ben 4 Red Ave KULIN WA 6365 


QD - Command Files 


DBF - Data Files 
FMI — Formatt. Files 
FRM - Report Form Files 
MEM — Memory Files 


NDX — Index Files 
GOBASE II will not work without data to 
work on, To do this data files must be 
defined and stored. To do this we must 
create that store with the command CREATE. 
But first things first, from the "A" 
Prompt ww 


A> DBASE <CR> 
ENTER 


DATE AS MM/DD/YY 
12/01/83 <CR> or 12,1,83 <CR> or 
12.1 8 <CR or <CR 
baad eee Ae Ver 2.72 
+ <— Is the dBASE II prompt 
+CREATE <CR> 
ENTER 


FILENAME: 
Eames x <CR> 
REOORD STRUCTURE AS FOLLOWS: 
sah) NAME, TYPE,WIDTH.DECIMAL PLACES 
001 
Now is the time to enter the file struct- 
ure in the form shoun above with name 
being the name of the field. Type being 
"c", "NW" or "L"(Character,Number,Logical) 
Width the size of the field which can be 


OR RETURN FOR NONE: 


or you could list only part of the file by 
selecting out those fields you wish to 
print. 

Ege, 


If you ean @ copy and you have a printer, 
GBASE II works like Wordstar -CTRL-P 
Sill output tho deta tothe printer. If 
you want to print the last thing you list- 
ed then the -CTRL- R will repeat the last 
instruction again like Wordstar. As a 
matter of fact, there are a lot of com- 
mands that dBASE II and Wordstar have in 
common -CTRL- V insert on 

-CTRL- G delete letter 

-CTRL- T delete word 


to name just a feu. 


SCC COMPUTING 


Phone (02)290-3344 


ask for Stanley or Steve. 


* Expert, professionally done repairs & servicing for Osborne I with 
full backup. 


* Upgrades - This month's specials - Screen Pac $350 
- Double density $280 


* Service contracts - $295 for 12 months (includes loan machine 
during servicing) 


* Pick up and deliver in the Sydney metropolitan area. 





* Modem $195 


* Modem + cable $225 


* Communications software (Terminal emulator and RCP/M Protocol) $20 


* Easy, direct connection to your phone 





NOVEMBER 
All prices include sales tax R.R.P. SALE 
Price 
* Dot Matrix Printers Fax-80 $550 $475 
cP-80 $550 $475 
CITOH 8510 $1099 $950 
FACIT 4510 $1199 $1035 
CITOH 1550 $1499 $1195 
* Daisy-wheel Printers Brother HR-15 $845 $790 
Brother HR-1 $1799 $1199 
Daisy-wheels $28 $25 
Ribbons $8 $7 
* Typewriters Olivetti Praxis 40 $899 $760 
(including interface) Olivetti Praxis 41 $1299 $950 
Olympia ES 100 $1895 $1200 


* Interface cables for above and also made up to suit $48 


Bankcard welcome 


Please address all enquiries to S.C.C. COMPUTING, ph (02) 290-3344 
Ist. floor, 93 York St. SYDNEY, N.S.. 2000 


Now you wish to print labels but you don't 
want to sort them into order by hand. 
dBASE II can do it for you with two more 
commands, INDEX or SORT. Index in most 
cases is faster so we will use it for this 
example. We want to sort in post code 
order to make it quick to post so we use 
the following command string, 


SORT ON POSTCODE TO POST <CR> 


OBASE IT then sorts your file in post code 
order and creates another file called POST 


from which d8ASE II prints your list in 
post order. 


«USE EXAMPLE INDEX POST <CR> 


* <CR> 
0001 SMITH Fred 1 Smith St SYDNEY NSW 2000 
0003 GREEN Sue 9 Green St LEURA NSW 2781 
0002 BROWN Jim 2 Brown Rd KEW VIC 3101 
0004 SMITH Ben 4 Red Ave KULIN WA 6365 


Now that you have INDEXED your file you 
can do other things with it like find 
items. 


FIND 2000 


<CR> 
0001 SMITH Fred 1 Smith St SYDNEY NSW 2000 


-LOCATE FOR POSTCODE = 2000 


0001 SMITH Fred 1 Smith St SYDNEY NSW 2000 


Another way of getting a print out is with 
the REPORT command, 


M=0,L=60,W=100 <CR> 
eo HEADING ? (Y/N) 


<CR> 
ara PAGE HEADING 
Mailing list at 01/12/83 <CR> 
DOUBLE SPACE REPORT ? (Y/N) 


<CR> 
ARE TOTALS REQUIRED ? (Y/N) 
N <CR> 
SUBTOTALS REQUIRED ? (Y/N) 


Now you enter details of those fields you 
wish to print out on your list. In this 
case we need all the fields to be printed, 
dBASE II then goes away and writes a file 
called MAILLIST.FRM and dumps to the 
screen the listing you require. Don't 
think it is a one off print though as I 
did when I first began using dBASE II. The 
file is still there and can be used again 
and again. 

All this is very interesting I hear you 
say, but it's all very cumbersome, True 
since this is what is called DIRECT ORIV- 
ING of dBASE II. dBASE II is above all a 
language which allows you to get informat- 
ion out much quicker and in a form requir- 
ed. 

So, with our example above we write the 
following programm to produce mailing 
labels. 





‘SUPPLIERS 



































* Index used is optional. 
USE EXAMPLE INDEX POST 
* Save zero to memory ae vaiiatle X, 


STORE 0 TO X 
Dae while not the End Of File. 
DO WHILE .NOT. EOF 


* Save fate t to memory variables and take 
* off Spaces nat not used. 
PRMGRISTIAN) _ —— 


Sf (UINGIA's Lie +," ) 20ND 
STORE ¢ Poe te) TO LABLLIN2 
LINE3A + '.' + LINESB + '." + LINESC + '." ) TO LABILIN3 


* Move on to next record. 
SKIP 

* End run if End Of File. 

ENDDO 


* Set output to printer off. 
SET PRINT OFF 

* Clear all memory variables. 
RELEASE ALL 














UNLIMITED PERSONAL TUITION IN BUSINESS BASIC 
for just $130 


With this remarkable new self-teach package from the National Computing Centre, 
you can master Business Basic in your own time, at your own pace, and on your 
own microcomputer. 


The Business Basic Self-Teach Programming Course is an imaginative, practical, 
and realistic approach to learning the most widely used of all microcomputer 
programming languages. 


The course draws on NCC's unrivalled expertise in developing effective training. 
It is based on the Centre's wide experience of the real needs of the business 
user. It teaches not only Basic as a business programming language but also 
good business computing practice. And it is applicable to Basic on any micro- 
computer. 


HANDS-ON LEARNING - The heart of the package is the Workbook, a systematic step- 
by-step guide through every feature of Business Basic. And right from page one 
you'll be learning in the best possible way - at the keyboard of your computer 
as you work through the hundreds of practical ‘activities’ which illustrate the 
facilities of Basic and their use. 


MAKING THE POINT - The Audio Tape is an integral part of the package which you 
will use throughout the course. Its purpose is to introduce new ideas, emphasise 
important concepts, and give a detailed explanation of some of the more difficult 
tasks. In all of these areas the spoken voice has proved invaluable in ensuring 
effective communication. 


CHECKING PROGRESS - At frequent intervals you will be given more formal tasks - 
for example, modifying, writing or explaining a program - to ensure that you can 
put what you have learnt to practical use. Solutions to these problems are con- 
tained in the separate Answer Book. 


PUTTING BUSINESS BASIC TO WORK - When you have completed the Workbook, the 

e@ sets six real-life ‘Assignments’ - creating programs for 
such commercial applications as order analysis, mailing list creation, stock file 
maintenance and invoice production. Each assignment includes a brief and an 
analysis of the programming task. The Guide includes program listings, sample runs, 
and explanatory notes on which to base your solution. 


BUSINESS BASIC AND YOUR COMPUTER - Different computers have different versions of 
asic. e Wo: ok points out where there are likely to be differences, tells 

you when to check with your suppliers manual, and encourages you to note differences 
as they occur on the Reference Card. By the end of the course, therefore, this card 
will have become a convenient reference summary specifically related to your machine. 


The complete BUSINESS BASIC SELF-TEACH PROGRAMMING COURSE, including WORKBOOK, 
ANSWER BOOK, APPLICATION STUDY GUIDE, REFERENCE CARD, and audio cassette, costs 


just $130 - plus $2 postage. 
At that price it's probably the best investment you'll make in business computing. 
Return the coupon today for your copy. 


MAINSTREAM MARKETING PTY LTD., 
Suite 7, 123 Clarence Street 
SYDNEY NSW 2000. (02)29 7941 





4:956.8:8%% Business Basic self-teach packages @ $130 ea. plus $2 
postage/handling 





Cheque encl. for $............ 
Pls. invoice my company, Purchase Order No..... Signature: 


And thats all there is to it. If you wish 
to print tuo, three or even four labels 
across then it's not to hard to modify 
this programme to do just that. 


Magnetic fields erase. 
Keep them far away. 


OTHER DATA BASE SYSTEMS AROUND. 


Will work with 





ay 


Analyst 

Beta Base - spple II, III 

BT-80 - cP/m 

Cardbox = ce/m 

ces ~ cp/m 

cm 2020 ~ cm 

Combis - Comnodore 8000 

Computerized File Card - Atari 

CONDOR I, II, III = Most 

DATA FACTORY V = Most 

Datafax ~ Apple III 

Dataflow - cP/m 

Datapen ~ cp/m 

DATA PERFECT ~ Atari 

OATASTAR = Most 

Data Store One System - CP/M 

DATA VIEW = Most 

dBASE II - Most 

dBase Report System - Atari 

DMS II, III, Iv ~ Most 

AOMASTER IIT ~ Most 

ons - Commodore 8000 

Fileforce - cp/m 

File Manager 800 ~ Atari 

Fit, FMT Dental = Most 

Frontrunner  cp/n 

HOBS ~ cP/m 

Informex Database - Apple II 

K-Base ~ Victor 9000, 
- Sirius 1 

Masterfile = Spectrum 

MST Data ~ Dragon 32 

PERFECT FILER ~ Most 

PERSONAL PEARL = Most 

PFS: File - Apple IIT 

Quest - Apple II 

Rabbit Base = Vic 20 

RESCUE = Most 

Retrieve - Victor $000, 
~ Sirius 1 

Selector IV - cp/in 

Silicon Office - Commodore 8096 

SUPERFILE ~ Most 

TIM I, I, III - Most 

Vic Data = Vic 20 

Vic File = Vic 20 

WHATSIT = Most 

2X File ~ 1X-81 





~ Executive reference and 
mailing programe. 





AUTOCODE © - Programme generator. 
QUICKCODE - Programme generator. 
UTIL ~ Programmers utilities. 
dbPlus - Compresses, Sorts and 
transforms dBASE II files. 
GRAPH - Generates Pie, Line and 


Pie-Bar charts. 
GPROGRAMMER- Programming generation 
aide 


RPG ~ Report Generator 
CREF - Print cross referenced 
utility of memory variables 
Abstat ~ Statistics programme, 
dBHELP - On line help for dBASE II 
PSF - Report generator 18M PC, 


TI PC, Apple Ile & III 


LETTER FROM A USER 


Dear Sir, 
Having been a d8ASEII convert for some 
months I'm hoping that the UG newsletter 
will bring forth regular contributions 
from other d8ASEII users for the exchange 
of useful tips and information, 

As I'm after some information myself (more 
of which later) I felt it would be only 
fair to adopt a ‘quid pro quo! approach so 
I'm contributing a modest offering which 
will probably be ‘yo hum! to many readers, 
nevertheless for what its worth, here it 
is. 

As all dBASEII users know, after dBASE 
signs on it optionally asks for the date 
in the customary US format of MMDOYY. This 
date, if entered, is recorded in the head~ 
Jer of any database file which is subseque- 
Intly edited or added to. It is also avai- 
lable to the user by calling up DATE(). 
Although dBASE checks for obvious errors 
such as Feb 29 in a non-leapyear, it 
doesn't mind if the date entered is earl- 
ier than the previous access date or for 
that matter, light years ahead of the 
previous access date, 

INow without wishing to knock the Yanks 
without whom we wouldn't have the Osborne 
I, nor without wishing to seem parochial I 
have to admit to an aversion to having to 
read or write the date in the abovemen— 
tioned MMODYY format? To my way of think- 
ing, if one has to abreviate the uritten 
date at least let it be in the form DOMMYY 
preferably with easily recognisable sepa- 
ators such as 00/MM/YY. Further more with 
people other than myself having access to 






sesueesesassseessssscssesesssssess=s=5=5= 
A WORDSTAR DATA BASE 
A WORDSTAR WHAT ? 











As you can see, your Osborne I is full of 
unexpected little tricks, This is a type 
of data base that allows you to produce 
"Electronic Note Cards". ( We pinched it 
from "The Portable Companion” Aug/Sep 62. 
Here's a step by step rundown on how to do 












(1). Load Wordstar in drive A and your 
data disk in drive 8. 

Log drive 8. 

Select the Nen document mode (N) 











of Wordstar. 
Enter file name DATABASE.FINT. 
Enter the following dot commands. 

~ This .RM 65 is unknown to me & my 
+. Wordstar book. 
-RM 65 














GS 

WMA RRR RRR RRR RR RRR RR ER REE 

<M * * 

-DM * You are creating electronic data cards * 
* 


«DM 
DATA ENTRY INTO DATA BASE 
SET "CAPS LOCK" TO ON 


Enter Symbol and data asked for below Pe 


PTT TTETETTT TTT TTT Tee e 
iM 


TAV "Main Heading" , MAIN HEADING, 25 
1d—_—_____—_—_"__* 








HH HH 




























































‘AV "Order"™ » ORDER, 6 

TAV "Summary" » SUMMARY, 30 

.DM— * Keep disks comfortable. 
AV "Key 1" » KEY1, 25 Store at: 10° to $2° C. 

. * 50° to 125° F. 

TAV "Key 2" » RBI2, 25 

3 | Nae) el Ee eee ae} 1—1 ! 
AV "Text 1" Tar, 60 

mM "1 1 i 1 i i 1 ! 1 if i i 
AV "Text 2" 

-IM 

AV "Text 3" 

-DM 

AV "Text 4" 

DM 

AV "Text 5" 

AV "Citation" 





«RP 
«FI DATABASE. FMT 
--End of DATABASE. FMT 
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Portables flying into troub 


By Mark Harris 


TWO OUT of three micro- 
computers sold worldwide by 
1987 will be portable. accord- 
ing to a market research report 
by Frost and Sullivan in New 
York. However. lower cost 
models will only be responsi- 
ble for 20 per cent of the sales. 

But people planning to use their por- 
table computers while strapped in an 
airplane seat may be in for some disap- 
pointing news. Apparently, the radio 
frequency that most portable comput 
crs emit interferes with those used bs 
the airlines, As one engineer of a major 





World 
report § aie 








placed by fancy computer displays. 

Currently there are no Federal Avia- 
tion Authority restrictions against the 
use of portable computers and the de 
cision to allow passengers to use them 
is largely in the hands of individual 
carriers, 

But with competition on major busi 


class, shipm 
age of 5? per cent 


Wide 10 2.1 million units, and with 
Fevenues skyrocketing 10 $2.1 billion 
in 1987. up from $271 million in 1982. 
In the under-§500 and 1-4K memory 
nts wall increase an aver 

sales at 2.5 

















million unis by 1987 


Despite significant sales growth for 
the higher priced poriables. such as 
from Grid Systems. Cavilan. Compag. 
and Hyperiod. the biggest growth area 
will be among medium-priced systems 
Such as from Osborne. Kaypro and 
others. 


Prices will generally fall. following 
the trend of the microcomputer mar- 
ket, By 1987. the average price for an 


2 
3 
2 
3 
3 
é 
£ 
a 
3 





An Affiliate of the Australian 
Computer Society. Mr Patkin 
‘now owns an Osborne portable 
computer. He does not see the 
‘small screen as a drawback. 

He notes that 35 to 55 char- 
acters per line is “reader-friend- 
ly”, while most computers dis- 
play an eye-straining 
80-characters to the line. a 
throwback to when punchcards 
were the main input medium 


for computers. 

‘Mr Patkin’s views on ergono- 
mics are based on personal ex- 
perience, as well as extensive 
reading and studying of leading 
overseas experts and conversa- 
tions with visiting ergonomics 
experts. 

Michael Patkin. MB. BS 
(Melb), FRCS (Eng). FRCS 
(Ed). FRACS. Consultant Sur- 
geon, is also one of two consul- 
tant editors of MIMS Hospital 
Equipment and Supplies. 


integrated portable system will be 


Portable computer manufacturer put 


Ress routes as fierce as it is. several 
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Osborne in the doldrums 


But despite all OSBORNE 


the ‘father of COMPUTER CORPORATION 
COMPUTER CORPORATION 


the portable 
computer’ is 
still smiling 
and ready for 
new successes 


TWO years ago Adam Osborne almost sin- 
gle-handedly created the portable computer, 
market with the introduction of the Osborne 
1. Since then some 120,000 of the machines 
have been sold, creating # $US100-plus mil- 
ion corporation, ‘Today though the com- 
pany that rose “from rags to riches’ is on a 
steep down-hill slide. 

Kaypro, and a host of other start-up firms 
which have entered the market, often with 
superior portables, have caused Osborne’s 
market share to drop from 60 per cent to 
just 30 per cent in less than a year. By the 
end of 1983, Kaypro is expected to tic Os- 
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'yet dead from over-exposure to sunshine, and confident of not succumbing to 8 
heart attack, ‘a smiling Adam Osborne presents the product he hopes will revive his 
‘ailing company — the new Executive 1. 


borne’s expected sales volume of 80,000 
units 

‘Adam Osborne isn’t trying to deny the 
problems his firm is facing. “This is a high- 
Tisk market, Look what happened to TI and 
Atari.” he said. 

Since the possibly premature announce- 


double density, proved the old business 
adage that ‘anything that can go wrong. 
will” To upgrade the drives. a new circuit 
board had to be added to the motherboard: 
4 post supporting this board. however. 
tended to wobble. In increasing the screen 
capacity from 40 to 80 characters. it turned 


cent. ILeven offered Osborne Is to creditors 
instead of cash payment 
While the Executive | is selling adequat 

ly, some customers are reportedly waiting 
until they have scen the new Executive II 
This time Osborne seems 10 be on top of 
the situation; it has promised Executive | 
buyers they will have the opportunity to 





ment of the new Executive system, Osborne out the Osborne L's chips would not sup- 

has been almost without income, and hac become IBM-PC-compatible through the 

to abandon plans tw go public on Wi installation of a SUAGUO 16-bit upgrade 

Street. Recently the company was so she board. 

‘on cash, it told creditors it was delayi Both the upgraded Eaccutive Is and the 

payments for at least a month. Osborne h Executive H systems which will become 

also closed its New Jersey plant at the ¢ " 

pense of 100 jobs, and recently laid off 2¢ = 

more workers al its Hayward headquartey 

inwnnriewiaeOshgrme to get $600,000 injection 

its bank credit and has announced tha 

ieoking for merger of some sort with Nal THREE of the Osborne Computer Corpora- the remaining 75 or so employees to work 20 of which are ‘owed more than $160,000. 
out a merger of some sort and continue the Some of the firm's largest creditors in- 


viiy. fa the high tech field with, as vi Hion’s banks have decided to pump 
preident Dave fart evelopment of the kit that will make the clude: Alps ($1.7 million) for disk drives, 


ren pul tt. "akex $US600,000 into the ailing firm despite the 
peSthat Osborne has applied for bank- firm's new Executive computer compatible Siemens ($1 million) for components, Dy- 








president Dave Loo 
pockets” 












SMe ar the prime reasons for the dev FUpLey Protection under Chapter 11 of the with the IBM FC ‘san (1 million) for disks, and Testology $1.5 
tg interest an the Osborne | astm vy th bankruptcy law in the US. ‘Osborne's bankruptcy application papers million for PC boards. The latter firm has 
ae insite? tie stats wt ihe at Osborne. which virtually created the show the company, has more than $30 mil- filed a $4.5 million lawsuit against Osborne. 

ise in unsecured debt. mostly to suppliers. That suit now will have to wait until after 


ved portable computer market, will. it is be- 


mmato teclinvlogs. Gyouune 
lieved. use the additional money to enable 


thatch the larger monitor olfered by 
pro. has stayed out of the low-end of 
home market. and 15 not following Cavilan 
and other firms with innovative new tech- 
nologies incorporated into portable 
systems, 
yOu strategy all along’ Mr Osborne 
ais been to provide the most com- 
g power in the business for the lowest 


In all. the company has some 600 creditors. _ the bankruptcy has been settled 








Bin and demands vant on adelivers 
That markeung appreat bas never 
been tried before. Raypro adkls a whole new 


Trame compatability spread throughout the 
industry. and dealers and potential buyers 
like. postponed purchasing plans in anticr- she 
Cation of the availability of the Executive, dimension to the market. tather they ate 

on eter because af delays in gelting vole going to go bankrupt. or a scar from nam 
s Hlowsvet tec of diye ECE Gye Sef have to take ur at fl nd comer 


we erode iiropped. severely. Even following their approach" Osborne sad 
rma more than T20K8) Exccutives hase But Osborne i mot the 1p 19, woth 
though meecpene continued to tose huge himself to death over such things, During 
bce sot amoney duc to ity farge mvene the evenings and weekends Ne WANN 2 
tory af unsold Osborne ts, To stimulate ge OF 


older machines. the company — well’s a may be 
from a sunburn. A heart attack — no way 














price’ 
PeSctermined not to go down in history as 
a man who had just one good wea, Osborne 
began searching for new market hooks, but 
mungly simple ideas. such ay UP~ 

Hensity disk drives 10 







sales of th 
tut the price by an unprecedented 39 pet 


my databases I consider it important not 
to have for example this day last month 
accidentally logged on instead of this day 
this month, 

with this criteria in mind I set about 
writing a short command file to achieve my 
objective and to short circuit dBASEII's 
normal sign on routine by automatically 
loading the file from a cold boot via 
‘AuTOST.COm, 

Use of this command file which I have 
christened simply OT.CMO also requires a 
dBASE memory file resident on the same 
diskette. This is refered to in the com- 
mand file by the file name CONSTANTS 
(saved by dBASE as CONSTANT.MEM) and it is 
used to store the number of days since 1 
January, 1981 and also today's date in the 
form 00/MM/YY. The number of days is nece- 
ssary for checking on whether or not the 
date entered is earlier than (or if de- 
sired, later than) the previous access 
date. The retention of the date in its 
00/MM/YY form may seem unecessary as it is 
stored by the command file in the system 
date register OATE() however I find it 
useful for the purpose of resettiing 
DATE() when a temporary exit from dBASE 
via QUIT in the form for example QUIT TO 








‘Copy','Dbase Mainmenu' is necessary. 

As you can see from the code set out below 
a date earlier than the last access date 
(stored in the CONSTANTS memory file as 
the variable DAYS) is rejected whilst a 
date five days or more later than the last 
access date is questioned, Both of these 
conditions may be altered or deleted alto~ 
gether to suit the user's particular appl- 
ication, The last line of the file loads a 
system initialisation command file named 
‘Startup’. For a stand alone application 
this line could be replaced with the dBASE 
command CANCEL. This would have the effect 
of closing the command file and returning 
the user to d8ASE's interactive mode. 

To establish the memory file so that your 
“accept date’ command file will run prope- 
rly, place the d8ASEII system diskette in 
the ‘A’ drive, load dBASE in the normal 
way, then after receiving the dot prompt 
type ~ 


STORE '19/08/83' TO Date 
STORE 596 TO Days 

SAVE TO Constants 

Quit 


Patching the command file into AUTOST.CUM 
uhilst not essential puts the icing on the 
cake and is quite easy to do. First place 
your CP/M utilities disk in drive ‘A' and 
your dBASEII system disk in drive ‘s', 
After booting the system and exiting 
“Help! to the Ag prompt, type ODOT B:AUTO- 
ST.COM .. you will then see displayed: 


DDT VERSION 2.2 
NEXT PC 

430 0100 
‘SOléx<er> 


DO val 
fou type 
Qhange 


for input 
instruction 


<c> 





Now type “C to leave OOT followed immedia~ 
tely by: 


SAVE 10 B:AUTOST.0OM 


Next, using Wordstar in the non-document 
mode, key-in the dBASE command fil 
listed 





7 OD Iierbet May, 1983 
This command file accepts today’: 
; in fhe fora DD/MM/YY and checks its 


STORE " 

* Contime next line end of last 
3304334" ;TO Days: 

STORE ' 13130313081" TO Days: 
%* Continue next line end of last 
Month 

STORE T TO DT 

DO WHILE DT 

21,0 

STORE ' * TD Today 

@ 11,12 SAY "ENTER TODAY'S DATE "; 
GT Today PICIURE '99/99/S9" 


‘STORE VAL($(Today,1,2)) TO D 
STORE Vi ) TOM 
STORE V. '¥»7,2)) TOY 


‘STORE F TO apres 
State T 10 Lapyear 
ENDIF 


* Test for validity; re-enter if invalid. 
IF M1 .R. 12 


‘STORE 0 TO Pause 
IF May 
Ser OFF 


* Continue next Line 
last ';+'access date !'+ CHR(7) 

DO WHILE Pause <5S0 

‘STORE Pause+] TO Pause 

ENDDO 

SET INTENSITY ON 

Low 

ENDIF date earlier than last access date 


: 
i 


* Test to see whether date entered is five 
* or more days later than the last access 
* date... 

TF MDays>Days+5. 

SED INIESITY OFF 

@ 11,5 SAY ‘Date is 5 days later than 

* Continue next line end of last 

last ';+'access date'+ Ciik(7) 

@ 13,14 SAY 'Is this 0.K. ? (Y/N) ' 

Se? IVIBSITY av 


try out your mew creation press re- 
a’ drive follow- 
few moments — bingo 


Now for the information that I'd like to 
obtain w. I have a 0D Osborne I with 


the IEEE 488 port. If print instructions 
are sent down the line and the printer 
select switch is off, the system is hung 
up until the printer is selected. So 
what's unusual about that I hear you say- 
ing? Well nothing at all - except that it 
occasionally throws staff not thorough]: 
familiar with the computer. 
In the interest of making the system as 
user friendly as possible I would like the 
computer to test the printer's condition 
to see if it is ready to receive data and 
if not, to permit a message to be display- 
ed on the console until such time as the 
printer is selected. 

Can someone please tell me how to go about 
achieving this? 





int out this 


f 


INSTRUCTIONS: Photostat or 
sheet. Stick all or part to 


as necessary. own 
nicanings for pre-set keys. Cover with 


clear plastic or tape. 
i} “Vv 
mode on/off iN 
Mark KS 
Merk 7K 
Qursor to 
Qursor_ to 
Hide block (on/off) 4 
Copy block x 
Insert block ‘KV 
Write block to fi ok 
File directory on/off “KF 
Read in a file KR 
of file 
of f. 
‘Top of screen 
tom of screen 1 
a 
line x 
Left end of line 
ate Bi 
word ¥ 
‘t character 3s 
character ‘7D 
Set /hide 0-9 *K0-9 
To 
Tb previ ition a 
Tp previous posit 
character %G 
it word al 
side ofline 9 W 
Left side of line 
Line s 
Bie 3 
String “Ee 
px Ek, 
Delete faut es. 
Telete ualtere! parts of existing file 
Hove to ond of fife, delete file SU. 
DOCLMATE COMMANDS 
Table of contents 





m+ 
x 
3 
a 


Sub/super roll 
List “KF 
Rename ok 
Sopy SAO 
Delete ‘J 


write oR 
Read 


MISCELL. FUNCTIONS 
Grange disk drive 
Refc 
orca 
KES 
Pas 


Strikeover 
Diiferent ribbon 
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INDONESIAN FRUSTRATIONS 








A recent business trip to Indonesia saw my 
Osborne making its first overseas trip 
since its delivery from the USA, and this 
time it did travel under the airline seat. 
This was in fact my second trip to Indone- 
sia, the first having been about a month 
earlier when I'd undertaken a week long 
site tour of a petroleum liquids pipeline 
system with the view to submitting a tend- 
er in conjunction with a local company for 
the expansion of a communications system 
and the installation of a new pipeline 
supervisory control end data acquisition 
system. 

The preparation of a tender document for 
what looked like a 6 million dollar job, 
together with its inherent calculations, 
was obviously an application for the Osbo- 
rhe utilizing Wordstar and Supercalc, 

So much for setting the scene. Back in 
Australia the task of tender preparation 
*duely got under way. No real problems 
here as the Osborne made uriting the tend- 
er document very easy. It is in fact the 
ideal way to prepare such documents as you 
can do each bit in whatever order takes 
your fancy, or as the relevant data be- 
comes available, inserting and shifting 
blocks around at will and being able to 
print it out in final format to see how it 
looks. 

Time to return to Indonesia, but can I 
take my trusty Osborne? A call to the 
local Consular representative indicated 
their would be no entry problems, On my 
earlier trip I had ascertained that the 
local electricity supply was 220 volt 50 
Hertz. OCC advised that my brown case 
could easily be converted to 220 volt by 
flipping the little printed circuit card 
hidden inside the fuse holder to the ap- 
propriate setting, 

That took care of the Osborne but what 
about my C.Itoh 8510 printer which I want 
to take as well. The local agent advised 
fo go, but I had a recollection of having 
seen a sticker inside my printer that 
indicated that there was a 220 volt tapp- 
ing on the transformer. A closer look 
showed this to be the case, however there 
was no provision made in the printer for 
easily changing the tapping, as the 220 
volt wire had been insulated off by a 
piece of heat shrink tubing. The installa- 
tion of a suitable terminal strip and re- 
termination of the transformer leads now 
made the conversion of my printer between 
240 and 220 volts a simple screwdriver 
modification. 

Away we go, printer suitably padded inside 
a suitcase and the Osborne under the seat 
in front of me. If your taking you Osborne 
on a long flight such as mine to Jakarta, 
hope for an empty seat beside you because 
having the Osborne under the seat in front 
severely restricts your leg room, other 
than that, there's no real problem in 
flying with your Osborne. 

Now the Jakarta Customs officers obviously 
hadn't spoken to the Consular rep that I'd 
spoken to because they didn't want to let 
me take my Osborne into the country. They 


wanted to impound it until my departure™ 
Fortunately our local company representat- 
ive was at the airport to meet me and 
after some rather lengthy discussions in 
which it was pointed out that I was "work- 
ing" for one of their major government 
departments was I allowed enter with my 
Osbarne into the country, but not before 
having my passport annotated so they could 
check that I took out with me when I 
departed. I strongly suggest to anyone 
wishing to take their Osborne to another 





country that they obtain written permis- 
sion from that country's consulate, it 
still may not guarantee entry but it 
should certainly help. (They never saw my 
printer even though I had declared it -~ 
seems ta be no difficulty there but next 
time around I wouldn't bank on it.) 

Back to the keyboard and working hard to 
meet what seemed an impossible deadline, 
long hours make one somewhat careless and 
after checking the amount of disk space 
left for my Wordstar files one day I de- 
Cided to delete all my .AK files from the 
Nine files that made up various sections 
of the bid document. Working in CP/M so 
that I could make use of the ERA function 
with its wild characters, I made the al- 
most fatal mistake of ERAing all my files. 
You see I'd been using file names of the 
form ASCDEFmn.B10 where nn was a section 
identifier within the bid, Well, I wanted 
to get rid of all my ABCDEFm.BAK files so 
I intended using ABCDEF?2.8AK but instead 
I keyed in, you guessed it, ABCOEF 
?2.* cr. Lost All that hard work, more 
than 25 pages of it and no way to recover 
it with the utilities I had with me. Even 
if I'd been at home I would have had to 
chase around for assistance, but what was 
I to do with only 7 days to tender submis- 
sion date. Certainly there was no-one I 
knew in Jakarta who could help me, so a 
call to my Sydney office with precise 
instructions to contact the AUSBORNE USER 
GROUP Secretary for assistance and urgent 
dispatch of appropriate software, which I 
S sure was in the Software Library, was 
the obvious solution. AUG to the rescue. 
Within 48 hours a couple of disks cantain- 
ing recovery programs were on their wa) 
Great I thought, I'll make the deadline 
after all. 

Being a stranger to the ways of the far 
east I hadn't reckoned on the workings of 
the Indonesian Customs system. Three days 
had elapsed and I knew the disks were at 
Jakarta Airport, but do you think I could 
expedite their release, no way in the 
world About now an unexpected reprieve 
came along, something had to run in ay 
favour, the closing date for the tender 
submission was extended. A sigh of relief, 
but still no sign of the disks, nor any 
real indication of when they would be 
released, My time in Jakarta was runing 
out, and there was no need for me to stay 
the extra month allowed till bid submiss- 
ion so home to Australia I came, without 
the disks. About tuo weeks later I receiv- 
ed a telex advising that it was going to 
cost US$125.00 to have the disk released 
by the Customs Department. This mind you, 
after probably having spent some 100.00 or 


more dollars in trying to arrange clearan- 
ce through local Customs Agents. I advised 
our Jakarta rep that the Customs people 
should keep the disk and see what use they 
could make of them, 

The sequel to all this is that I obtained 
another copy of the disk containing UNERA, 
a most useful CP/M Utility that will reco- 
ver the Directory on a disk after it has 
been ERA'd, provided of course that you 
have not over-written the directory or the 
file, The files were successfully recover- 
ed and the tender finally submitted in its 
entirety. 

The moral of this story is of course to be 
extra careful in using the ERA command 
with uild characters, and to make sure you 
have UNERA included on your CP/M Utilities 
disk. 








ee 
THERE ARE DEALERS, 
AND THEN, 

THERE ARE DEALERS. 
scecensenesnnacnscessssssenssazssessse00=0 
‘ALL of us bought our micros from an Osbor- 
ne retailer somewhere. As some have found 
out, many who offer a low price may some- 
times not be able to offer backup ser- 
vices. Or the Gsborne may be one of the 
"minor" products that they sell, and you 
felt that you were part of their minority 
customers. 

"OSMOSIS" is the authorized Osborne Dealer 
Newsletter. No longer will you have to 
put up with rushed or misinformed replies 
from your dealer - top of his priorities 
should be putting the latest Osborne info- 
rmation. 

If he doesn't, change your dealer, There 
are probably one or two dealers in every 
large city who give the Osborne 1 serious 
attention, with backup service. Find out 
who they You can encourage their 
support for the Osborne by supporting them 
with your purchases. Oo not buy on price 
alone - you can be missing out on that 
most expensive essential: backup service. 





The 
NORTH SYDNEY COUNCIL 
CHAMBERS 


Cnr Miller & McLaren Sts 


6.30 pm 
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suscuccasaenensssescasesssenssssszsseseees 


BEREAVEMENT NOTICE 
A SAD LOSS 





Someone's passing creates @ vacancy that 
will be difficult to fill. Else has been 


job to do , 8 meeting to attend , funds to 
be raised , one name on everyone's lips 
"LET SOMEONE ELSE 00 IT". 

It was cominon knowledge that someone else 
was amongst the largest contributors of 
his time to the association... whenever 
there was a need for volunteers everyone 
just assumed that Someone Else would do 
it. Someone Else was a wonderful person » 
sometimes appearing superhuman but a per- 
‘son can only do so much. Were the truth 
known , everyone expected too much of 
Someone Else = Now Someone Else’s gone™. 
We wonder what we are going to do ~ 
Someone Else left a wonderful example to 
follow , but who is going to do the things 
that Someone Else did 2% We hope you will 
decide to take the place of SOMEONE ELSE~ 


GTEK EPROM PROGRAMMER 
Fills the gap 


succancacenesanensecnsaessseessasscsaaaees 
There are basically two types of EPROM 
programmers available on the Australian 
ket. One the one side there are the 
fantastically complicated and expensive 
industrial machines that duplicate what- 
ever intelligence you already have in your 
computer and give you more features than 
you ever wanted. At the other end of the 
scale there are some very simple hobby 
kits that often will only program one type 
and need a lot of specialized interfacing. 
Handy and reasonably versatile medium 
range machines just don't seem to be avai- 
lable. 





€PROM programmers. They 

‘about all the lovely hardware and software 
they are ready to sell you but ask about 
an EPROM burner and all you'll get is a 
strained silence. One lady in a Computer- 
land shop didn't even know what it was and 
got quite stroppy , which reminded me of 
Jerry Pournelle's confession thet compute- 
rshops scared him because the sales per- 
sons would treat him either with ignorance 
or with arrogance with three weeks! expe- 
rience to separate the tuo 

In the US, the scene is rather brighter 
and there are several machines in the $US 
400-800 available that are quite versatile 
and are easily interfaced with most compu- 
ters, I chose the GTEK model 7138, manufa- 
ctured by GTEK inc. of Uaveland, Mass. 
This model, which sells in the U.S. for 
$388.-, has been on the market long enough 
to be well out of the teething trouble 
stage, it is widely advertised and freely 
available. GTEK haven't got an Australian 
agent yet but they cheerfully, and VERY 
promptly, will supply you direct. 

The GTEK model 7128 comes if a little 
black box of about 130x170mm with a 28 pin 
zero insert ion force EPROM" socket and an 
indicator light on top. It runs off the 
normal 240V supply (you do have to put an 
Aussie plug on the lead) and is connected 
to the Osborne serial port via a standard 
RS-232 cable. It does have quite a bit of 
on-board intelligence in form of its own 
in-built micro and has a whole list of 
programming, reading and verification pro- 





grams that you can call up from the Osbor- 
ne's keyboard, It will even "ZAP" cepa 
The inbuilt intelligence also does a 
with the need for "personality modules" to 
select your EPROM type. The model 7128 
presents you with a menu from which you 
can select some 24 different types of 
EPROM, EEPROM or single chip processor. 
Enter your selection from the keyboard end 
the machine automatically selects the 
Tight programming algorithm, pinout and 
valtages. 

The simplest way to communicate with the 
programmer is to turn the Osborne into a 
dumb terminal. If you only want to program 
or read a few bytes or verify erasure this 
works fine. When you get to program or 
down-load whole EPROMS, however, it is 
nice to have some automatic procedures 
that work from and to your disk files. The 
manual contains a number of hints on how 
to prepare software for this and for an 
additional $30,- GTEK will sell you a disk 
‘that will do just this. The disk, like the 
programmer, Tan without @ hitch first up 
but I did find the software, although 
reliable, a bit lacking in versatility. 
Being "good guys", however, GTEK give you 
the programs in ASM file format and they 
are quite well annotated. I found them an 
excellent base from which to make up my 
own slightly more ‘software. 
Some 60 EPROMS later all I can say is the 
GTEK model 7128 does what it says it will 
and seems precisely to fill a glaring gap 
in the Australian hardware market. Will 
the local dealers wake up? 











F.J.Backer 15.86.1983 


Precision surface. 
No fingers please! 


CHAIN LETTER 


secessaausessscssssseaesessssesesseeesse== 


12th September 1963 


Dear Member, 
AUSBORNE USER GROUP LIGRARY LIST 





This is a chain letter with a difference. 
Rather than being a method of bringing you 
and me great wealth based on returns from 
those you pass it on to, you derive your 
benefit by reading it, then passing it on 
to the next Member who's address label is 
attached so that they also may have the 
benefit of reading the details of what we 
have in the User Group Software Library. 
Please don't forget to pay the postage. 

This method of circulating the Library 
Index has been chosen to reduce the 
Group's operating overheads which if we 
sent a copy of this Index to all Members 
would be prohibitive. So ue ask you to 
read through the Index and note any disks 
that you require, write of to the Secrete- 
ty with an order, enclosing the necessary 
cheque or money order at the rate of $8.00 
per disk, then promptly pass the Index on. 
Feel free to photocopy the Index if you 
Like but please ve sure to pass it on 


Yours faithfully, 
Trevor R. bird 
AUG Publications (Hard copy) Librarian 


LIBRARY SOFTWARE REVIEW ~ LIBRARY SOFTWARE 
DISK.00C -FOG/GAM.001 


First Osborne Group (FOG) Games Disk 


This disk contains ADVENTURE, previously 
found on 
-F0G.004, and PACMAN, from -FOG.022. 


To run ADVENTURE, place ADVENTUR.COM 2 
ADVENTUR.WRK in drive A. At the A 
prompt, type ADVENTUR. 

When asked, enter HELP and INFO to get 
started. 


To run PACMAN, first PIP PACMAN.* and 
SCREENONT to a disk which has been SYS- 
GENed. Run SETUP on that disk and toogle 
AUTO HORIZONTAL SCROLL (function D) to 
OFF. Save the new setup, then place the 
disk in drive A, Press RESET and RET- 
URN. At the A prompt, type PACMAN 

when the game is running, press CTRL-G 
to toggle the bell on/off. 








FOG/GAM.002 


This disk contains CHESS, previously found 
on -F0G.018, The FORTRAN source code 
(CHESS.FOR) has been added from ~ 
CPmUG.041. 

To run CHESS, place CHESS.COM in drive A. 
At the A prompt, type CHESS 

To run TIT, place TTT.COM in drive A. 

At the A prompt, type TIT 
Three-D Tic-Tac-Toe (TTT) ca 
CPMUG.029. 


from - 





August, 1982 


zeenuneeceaccncensccnesssascssaseesse=sss= 
CHESS.DOC DOCUMENTATION FOR CHESS.COM 
(SOURCE CODE WRITTEN IN FORTRAN) 
DECEMBER 25, 1979 
weceaeanscccsssneesaennsssssaaseseuenssess 
CHESS.COM USES ALGEBRAIC NOTATION AND A 
BOARD DISPLAY SIMILAR TO MICROCHESS: 


AaCcOEFGH 





8 BR BN BB 8 
72 @P BP BP z 
6 a 8 
S wi - ta 8 
4 tear tsi 4 
3 ott spn tt te 5 
2 WP UP WP WP WP UP WP WP 2 
1 WR WN WB WO WK WE WN UR 1 
ABCODEFGH 


THERE ARE TWO GTHER COMMANDS WHICH OISPLAY 
THE BOARD AND ASK THE COMPUTER IF IT WILL 
ACCEPT A DRAW. THEY ARE "BOARD" AND 
"DRAW", RESPECTIVELY. 
TO CASTLE KING-SIDE, TYPE IN 0-0 
TO CASTLE QUEEN-SIOE TYPE IN GO-GO 

IF YOU TRY 0-0-0 IT SAYS “ILLEGAL ATTEMPT 
TO CASTLE” ALWAYS USE CAPITAL LETTERS, 
FORTRAN-CHESS DOES NOT ACCEPT LOWER CASE, 
I HAVE RUN SEVERAL GAMES COMPARING THE 
FORTRAN-CHESS (FC) PROGRAM AGAINST FIOEL~ 
ITY ELECTRONICS’ CHESS CHALLENGER ? (CC7) 
(©) 1978 FIDELITY ELECTRONICS, WITH FC AT 
LEVEL O (IT ONLY HAS O AND 1) ANO CC7 AT 
LEVEL 1 (CC7 HAS 6 LEVELS OF PLAY) FC 
WINS. WITH FC AT LEVEL O AND CC? AT LEVEL 
2 CC? WINS. FC'S RESPONSE TIME AT LEVEL 0 
VARIES BUT IS NEVER MORE THAN 90 SECONDS. 
I HAVE NOT YET CLOCKEO IT AT LEVEL 1, GUT 
IT HAS A SIGNIFICANTLY LONGER RESPONSE 
TIme (AT LEAST AS MUCH AS SEVERAL MINUTES 


-- ESTIMATION). 
HAVE FUN 


Greenlau's SQUEEZER Programs 
This review discusses a family of programs 
which allows the user to condensed ( or 
squeeze ) files or to reconstitute 
( unsqueeze ) already condensed files. 
Squeezed files can be transmitted faster 
over data links and more of them can be 
crammed onto a diskette for archival stor- 
age or distribution . The latter is espe- 
cially important in the case of a distri- 
bution diskette for a large program prod- 
uct. 
Original versions of the programs discuss~ 
ed in this review ( SQ.COM and USQ.COM ) 
together with documentation files and 
assembly language (ASM ) files are con- 
tained on -FOG/UTL.0O3, Updated versions 
of some of the programs are contained on - 
FOG/UTL.GO4. These diskettes are both 
available from the club librarian, 
The diskettes contains many source files 
which together form three executable prog- 
Tams 


SQ-15.COM Squeezes files and creates a 
new one with similar name but with a Q in 
the second letter of the file type. 


USQ-15.COM Unsqueezes files created by SQ, 
creating an exact replica of the original 
under the original name. 


FLS-11.COM Produces parameter lists for 
SQ-15 and USQ-15, Its main purpose is to 
expand wild card names, especially *.20% 
The overall effect is to be able to issue 
a single command which will produce many 
squeezed or unsqueezed files from and to 
various diskettes, 

The -11 and -15 contained in the program 
names refer to the Version numbers, The 
programs can be renamed SQ.COM, UNSQ.COM 
and FLS.COM respectively on your working 
disk. 


Example: 
To unsqueeze all squeezed .ASM files on 
drive A: and send the results to drive B: 
and also to unsqueeze all squeezed .TXT 
files on drive A: and send the results to 
drive 8: 


AFLS B: Ar*AQM A:*.TOT USO 


‘The above example simulates a "pipe" indi- 
cated by the "" by sending the "console" 
output of the FLS.COM program to a temp- 
orary file and then running the SQ.CoMm 
program with options which cause it to 
read its parameters from its "console" 
input, which is really redirected to come 
from the temporary file. 

Similar coding can be used for squeezing 
files or single files can be squeezed or 
unsqueezed directly with SQ and UNSQ res- 
pectfully. 

Much more documentation is supplied in 
both in readable files and in the front of 
the assembly source files. 

In general, these programs accept simple 


parameters either on the command line or 
from the console (interactive mode). Using 
the redirection or piping of the console 
input and output streams built into these 
programs provides most of the flexibility. 





Disk Cataloging 








As one collects more and more software 
there comes a time when a disk cataloging 
system becomes necessary to keep track of 
what software one actually has and on what 
disk it resides. This software review 
describes a system for cataloging all of a 





users CP/M diskettes, 


The master cataloging system consists of 
the following programs and files : 


MAST.CAT The catalog itself 

caT.com Used to list the catalog 

caT2.com Also used to list the cat- 
alog 

FMAP.COM Used to create a "transact- 
ion file" called NAMES.SUB 
for catalog update. 

ucAT.com The update program, merges 


NAMES.SUB into MAST.CAT . 


The disk containing the catalog and cat- 
aloging programs must be placed in Drive 
A: and the disk to be logged into the 
catalog in Drive By 

To log a disk into the catalog, the disk 
inserted in drive 8: must be given a name 
of the form : —NAME.NNN 

ive. 

-NAME.NNN minus sign name of file period 
file no. 

The filename etc. is entered onto the disk 
by use of the "SAVE" command as follows: 


A SAVE O @:-NAMENNN CR 
To read the files on the disk and to 
create a temporary NAMES.SUB file type : 


A FMAP B: F CR 
As soon as the CP/M A prompt is returned 
the catalog can then be updated by typing: 


A UCAT CR 

Thats all there is to it. 

Use can be made here of the function keys 
to aid in the above, The following are 
Tecommended + 


“1 SAVE O - 
“2 FMAP B: F CR 
“3 UCAT CR 


The above simplifies the operation to the 
keying in of “1, the disk name, a period, 
the disk number, a carriage return, “2 and 
“Be 

Two files are supplied to facilitate read 
ing of the catalog : 

CAT2.COM produces a one column listing of 
the catalog with the filename separated 
from the disk on which it resides by a 
*commer. 

CAT.COM produces a four column tabulated 
listing of the catalog. 

In both cases the file names are in alpha- 
betical order. Hard copies of the listings 
can be obtained by toggling the “P printer 
suitch. 

Adequate documentation is contained on the 
disks in the form of readable OC files 
and HELP files 

The programs discussed in this review were 
written by Ward Christensen, They are 
contained on AUS BORNE 1 Users Libr- 
ary diskettes -FOG/UTL.002 and -FOG/UTL. 
018, both available from the Librarian, 


SCRANBLE..COM 
This review describes a program that en- 
codes (scrambles) a CP/M a file making it 
unreadable unless it is decoded, 





Version 2.1 of the original SCRAMBLE prog- 
ram is contained on -FOGUTL.O19 under the 
filename SCRMGLZ1.COM, Also contained on 
the disk is the assembly language listing 
and documentation in the file SCRAMBLE. 
SG. 


It would appear to be more convenient if 
the file SCRMAL21.COM was renamed SCRA‘ 
BLE.COM on your working disk. 


The format of the command is + 

A SCRAMBLE filename.typ password 

where + 

"Filename.typ" is the file to be scrambled 


and 
"password" is an 8 character string. 


The password string must be 8 characters 
long and suitable as a filename. To obtain 
a good “initial seed" for the scrambling 
process, no character may appear more than 
tuice. 

The requested file is scrambled, and re- 
uritten in place under the same file- 
name. typ. 

To un-scramble the file, the IDENTICAL 
command is issued, ie. 


A SCRAMBLE filename.type password 


This is because SCRAMBLE does an “exclusi- 
ve-or" type modification to the file, and 
doing two identical exclusive-or's to the 
data results in the same data being retur- 
ned. 

The program was originally written by Ward 
Christensen but has undergone major up- 
dates by Keith Petersen and ob Hageman. 
The original author, Ward Christensen, 
considers the resulting scrambled file is 
quite secure. He comments that given a 
scrambled file without the password, 
( either not known or simply forgotten ), 
He knows of no way to determine what the 
original file was. He adds however that, 
as he is not a "student of cryptology" he 
could not assume any responsibility for 
the "security" of files scrambled with 
SCRAMBLE, 


A word of caution, if an attempt is made 
to unscramble a scrambled file, using the 
WRONG password, then the file is technica- 
lly "double scrambled" and SCRAMBLE would 
‘then have to be executed TWICE, once with 
the original password, and once with the 
erroneously-used password, Because of the 
exclusive or-ing process, either password 


may be used either time. 

The bottom line of the last paragraph is 
therefore that if someone else tries to 
unscramble one of your scrambled files 
without your knowledge then that file will 
be effectively lost. 
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PAPER & STICKEY LABELS 

You won't beleive the prices on these 
items, I can't get em! that cheek whole- 
sale. There's a full range or stickey 
labels from the small 57mm X 27 mm to the 
127mm X 35 mm, Paper is available in Trac— 
tor Feed formatt in a number of popular 
sizes. 


ACCOUSTIC COUPLERS 
I do not know if we have any of the Sen- 
data 300 left in stock but we are trying 
to get other models and brands. We will 
let you know at a later date how we get 
on. 






KEYBOARD OVERLAYS 
Now here yet but well on the way. You can 
order in advance if you wish ( no money at 
this stage) the number and type you wish. 
You can choose from ~ WORDSTAR, SUPERCALC, 
W/C BASIC and duASE II. They are being 
produced in S.A., for the user groups 
around Australia so best get your advanced 
order in fast. They should sell for under 
$ 10 each and will be available in packs 
of two, three or all four. 








T SHIRTS 
Soon for the AUSSHOP a selection of Light 
blue T Shirts with a dark blue Ausborne 
User Group Logo. The price is as yet un- 
known but you should be able to fine out, 
at the next meeting, 






















ANY THING ELSE YOU NEED 







If there's anything else you might need 
that's not on our stock list just let us 
know and we will see what we can do for 
you, That's what we're here for, to help 
users get the best for their Osborne and 
their pocket. 






YOUR MOVE 








OPEN FILE OPEN FILE OPEN FILE OPEN FILE OPEN FILE OPEN FILE OPEN FILE OPEN FILE OPEN FILE 
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Daniel Moran has an Executive, which will 
not run YAMS or MODEM? (library comms 
software). He wishes to communicate. 

BUT HOW DOES HE 0 IT 


{ EDITORS NOTE ] One way is to drop a line 
to S.C.C. COMPUTING at 93 York Street 
SYONEY or call them on (02) 290 3344 and 
ask about their copy of MOUEM? designed 
to work on the executive. 


A letter from Mir R Staples reads in part- 


As the proud owner of an Osborne 1, and 
someone relatively new to personal comput 
ing, I am now seeking kindred spirits who 
might be able to help me better enjoy my 
new toy 
As you are all no doubt aware the Osborne 
1 keyboard does not have keys for all 
ASCII character codes. I have found the 
control sequences which produce ~,{ and }, 
but there is one apparently useful key 
code which the keyboard seems incapable. 
Many of the application programs to which 
I have access are designed for other term- 
inals and require the use of a DELETE or 
RUBOUT key (7FH) if they are to work prop- 
erly without modification, So far I have 
been unable ta find a key combination 
which will give this code to the program, 
Osborne have obviously modified Wordstar 
as supplied with the machine so that ~~ 
serves the same purpose, but this appears 
to be a software patch in the Console 
Command Processor ( CCP ) for the Wordstar 
program or a modification of 10S, ( Basic 
Input/Output System ) rather than hardware 
modifications. 

I wonder if any member of the Ausborne 
User Group can tell me ( EDITOR: and every 
one else ) how I can generate a Delete 
code from the keyboard, or at least, how 
to make the software think it sees one 7 
If I need to modify BIOS as suggested in 
the User guide; How do I go about it 7 
Thank you for your assistance, 

Yours faithfully, 





Rodney Staples, 


If you can help, drop the group a line and 
we will print it for one and all. 


IF YOU HAVE A PROBLEM, SENT IT IN, 
DON'T PHONE 
EVERYONE WOULD LIKE TO KNOW ABOUT YOUR 


PROBLEMS SINCE WE ALL HAVE THEI, SOME HAVE 
SOLVED THEM WHILE OTHERS NEED THEM SOLVED. 


FREE PLUG 








ECONOMICAL SUPPLIES 
Richard Hazel (Digital Technics of Aust) 
is offering some inexpensive hardware. As 
he has not paid for an add, he doesn't get 
a big plug, but he is offering Hi Res 
monitors for $199.00 incl tax. 


For further information (including prin- 


ters) phone Richard on (02) 4992772. 
(Gordon district) 





BLESS AUSTRALIA, I SAY= 
By Ny Pin Ho - as told to Tony Walker 
In Vietnam things not Ox. 
Think to self - "Must get away." 
So jump on boat and come to Aussie. 
"Ah, so° "I say, “what lovely possie.” 
Go quick smart to welfare fella - 





He hand me money - I give bank teller. 
Welfare say "Cone here no more. we send 
you cheque right to your door." 


Six months on dole - no longer poor, 
Orive around in Commodore. 

rite to friends in Vietnam, 

Tell them, "Come here, quick as can." 


Still on welfare (but work at job) 
So get loan from finance mob. 

Get pretty smart - know what to do. 
Buy big house in Waterloo. 


Friends urite and tell met "On the way" 
"Can I find them place to stay?" 

when they arrive with beds I fix. 

In just four rooms - get twenty-six. 


Soon am banking plenty rent. 
(five in backyard - live in tent) 
ALL are drauing social money - 

Must think Fraser "bloody bunny." 


With all my friends now living there, 
next door neighbors start to swear. 
Tell me he must move away — 

I buy his house - with cash I pay. 


Now everything is going good, 
soon I oun all neighborhood. 
Open fish shop next to Coles. 
Make big profit from spring rolls. 


Get real fat from eating nice, 
sure as hell, beats bloody rice. 
Still on welfare - still get rents; 
Think I buy Mercedes Benz. 


Very happy - real good life. 
Bring out girl and make her wife. 
Take up hobby - call it breeding. 
Baby bonus pay for feeding. 


Kids need dentist - uife need pills, 
we get for free - we got no bills. 
white man good; he pay all year, 
to keep the welfare running here. 


We thank Australia - damn good place. 
Too damn good for Aussie rece. 
So if you no like yellow man - 
Plenty room in Vietnam. 








The Lord said unto Noah: "where is the Ark 
I commanded thee to build?" 

Noah said unto the Lord: "Verily I have 
three carpenters off sick,the gopher wood- 
supplier hath let me down - yer even 
though the gopher-wood hath been on order 
for nigh on twelve months. what can I do,0 
Lord?" And God saith unto Noah: "I want 
that Ark finished even after seven days 
and seven nights.” 

Woah said: "It will be so.” 

But it was not so,and the Lord said unto 
Noah,"seemeth to be the trouble this 
time?” 

Noah said unto the Lord: My sub-contractor 
has gone out of business, The pitch which 
Thou commandest me to put on the outside 
and on the inside the ark hath not arriv- 
ed, all the Ark drawings are in imperial 


measurements and materials are only avai- 
lable in metric sizes,the plumber has gone 
on strike. Shem,my son who helpeth me on 
the ark side of the business,hath formed a 
pop group with his brother Ham and Japeth, 
Lord I am undone." The Lord grew angry and 
said "And what about the animals,the male 
and female of every sort that I ordered to 
come unto thee to keep their seed alive on 
the face of the earth? Noah said "They 
have been delivered unto the wrong addtess 
but should arrive on Friday.” 

The Lord said "How about the unicorns, and 
the fowls of the air by sevens?” 

Noah wrung his hands and wept saying, 
"Lord, unicorns are a discontinued line 
thou canst not get them for love nor mon- 
eysalso fowls of the air are sold only in 
metric ten packs,Lord,Lord,Thou knowest 
how it ise. 

The Lord in his wisdom said "Noah my son I 
knowest, why else dost thou think I have 
caused a load to descend upon the earth?” 
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ANTIGIAREFILTER 


GLARE REDUCTION 


into spectral reflection at the viewing surface, is 


absorbed in the black walls of the grid aperture, 
Reflections and glare from overhead lighting are 


completely absorbed by the columnating grid 


Surface glare, coused by dispersion of white light 
effect, by either direct or reflected absorption. 


OVERHEAD LIGHTING GLARE ELIMINATED 
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The Osborne Executive. 
One price includes: 


Standard Hardware: 

© Z80A™ 4MHzCPU with 128K RAM, bank switched. 

© Dual floppy disk drives with 200K bytes storaye each. Ability to 
read/write with IBM PC, DEC VT 180, Xerox 821, Cromemeo, 
and UCSD p-System Universal Disk Format. 

© 7’ amber display CRT with reverse video, underscoring blinking, 

two character sets, half intensity. 

24 lines of 80 characters each. 

Business keyboard with numeric key 

Front-panel on-off and reset switches. 

Video brightness and contrast controls on front panel. 

‘Two RS232 ports for modem and printer plus serial printer port 

ZSOA $10 serial communications controller. 

Weather-resistant, portable housing, 

Operates on European and American voltages. 


standard Software 
CP/M Plus (3.0) and UCSD p-System Operating Systems. 
WordStar'™! word processing with MailMerge!™. 
SuperCale™ electronic spreadsheet. 

Personal Pearl" database system. 

CBASIC™ programming lang 
MBASIC™ programming language. 


INCLUDES complete and simple instructions forall hardware and 


What exactly is 
a database? 





nally 


and cursor keys. 
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